Interface for Entering References and Glossary Items

Nov. 11, 2004

Liz Quigg

Chiron supports making virtual LFNs, logical file names without actual physical file names associated with them.  We will define a class of lfns with the prefix Reference_ and Glossary_ to store “help” information.

Glossary_  will store the definition of a term in the metadata “description”.  Each of these will have the metadata type “glossary” so it will be easy to search for them.

Reference items will store html with the justification for a milestone in the Study Guide. This html will have links to additional references students need.  The reference items will have metadata type “reference” and it will be easy to search for them. We encourage you to use the book icon to link to any “references”.

All will have their name as metadata and project as cosmics.  We can use the same method for other eLabs.

To simplify entry/update/deletion of references and glossary items,  go to

searchReference.jsp  and choose View References, Delete References, View Glossary Items, or Delete Glossary Items. 

You will see a table with all the items defined so far and the html for each.  

To edit an item, just click on its name.  You will see a page with 

· the current html for the item in a form field,

· a display of the rendered html as it will appear in the browser 

· a link either to Look at Reference or Glossary Item as it will appear to the user when you add the reference to it on a web page

· Height of Reference input box

You can edit the html and click Add html. The Height of Reference field allows you to experiment with the height of the window you display it in.   You should always close the window after viewing it.  Click add html for the new height to work.  You can use this value when you implement the link on your web page.

You can also get the html associated with a given item, but it is probably easier to go to back to the view all the items and click on that item.

To add an item, just click on Add Reference or Add Glossary Item.  You need to enter the name you want to show on the title of the window with the appropriate prefix.  (e.g. Glossary_cosmic_rays or Reference_research_proposal)  This will put “cosmic ray” as the title of the glossary window or “research proposal” as the title for a reference window.  Fill in the html you want for this item.  Make sure you do not have any unclosed tables in your html. In fact, it is better to avoid them.  Make links relative if they link to pages in the cosmics directory.  Similarly if you are using an image, use a relative link.  The reference items have a fairly standard format.  You may want to look at an existing one and copy the html for that into the textarea field for your new item and edit it there.  Then click the add html button. You will see how it looks on this page or by clicking on the link.  Make sure your links work.  Use the height field as described above.

Deleting Items:

Choose the link Delete References or Delete Glossary Items.  This will display checkboxes.  Check off the items you want to delete and click Delete Item(s).  You will be asked if you are sure.  Click Yes.

Putting the links to references and glossary items on the Web Pages:

Linking to the glossary item in the web pages:

To link to a glossary item, define a link of the form

<A HREF="javascript:glossary('cosmic ray')">Cosmic Ray</A>

Note; that you have to be sure that the case is lowercase in the call: 

glossary(‘cosmic ray’)

The software will take care of adding the underscores and the prefix it needs to access the information. Be sure to include javascript.jsp on your web page.

<%@ include file="include/javascript.jsp" %>

One additional optional argument is available in calling glossary,

the height of the glossary window.  The default for the height is 250 pixels.  If you have an exceptionally long definition with images, you may want it to be bigger.

glossary(‘cosmic ray’,400)

When including links or images in your metadata, use a relative link.  It will not show up properly in Chiron, but it will show up on your page.  Be sure to copy the image or reference to the cosmic site and add it to CVS.

Your html can have a link using  javascript:showRefLink(‘filename.html’)” so that your new page will be displayed in a new window with a width less than the standard window and the original glossary window can be still be seen.  The new window also has no menu at the top.  It has optional arguments of width and height.

Here is an example of how the glossary item “counter” might look:
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Putting in the link to  a reference  in the web pages:

To link to a reference item, define a link of the form

<A HREF="javascript:reference(research proposal)">Research Proposal</A>

Note; that you have to be sure that the case is lowercase in the call: 

reference('simple measurement')  Also use single quotes around the the name.

The software will take care of adding the underscores and the prefix it needs to access the information.

On the Study Guide page, we will use the book graphic for the link:

<LI>Put it together in a research proposal <A HREF="javascript:reference('research proposal')"><IMG SRC="graphics/ref.gif"></A>

Be sure to include javascript.jsp on your web page.  The milestones.jsp page has this already.

<%@ include file="include/javascript.jsp" %>

Here’s an example of loading it for Simple Measurement.

Notice how the link to additional references is written.  We use a javascript:showRefLink(‘ref_simpm.jsp’)” so that this longer reference will be displayed in a new window with a width less than the standard window can still see their milestones.  It also has no menu at the top.

We are using relative links for these.  All referenced pages must be put in the cosmic directory.

Here is an example of a reference link to research proposal on the milestones page.

Put it together in a research proposal.<A HREF="javascript:reference('research proposal',420)"><IMG border="0" SRC="graphics/ref.gif"></A> which is rendered as:

[image: image2.wmf]
Notice that it has an optional height argument set to 420 because is a longer than usual reference.

:

Clicking on the book will show this window.
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The actual code that you enter for research proposal above has links using the call to showRefLink.  This opens an additional window with the new link.  All calls to showRefLink open the same window so your new web page will overlay whatever was in that window before. 

In the example above the html added for Reference_research_proposal is:

<I>Research centers on a single, well-designed research question.  Your research question organizes all aspects of the project.  It helps design the research plan which marshals resources of time and money and equipment and manpower.  It determines the model used to predict results. </I> 

<P>Let's put together a complete, detailed research plan.   

<P><A HREF="javascript:showRefLink('ref-proposal.jsp')">Determine Your Mode</A> - do you have access to a detector or data online? <P>  

 <P><A HREF="javascript:showRefLink('ref-plan.jsp')">Determine Your Plan</A> - detailed specifics to include in your proposal. <P> 

<B><A HREF="javascript:openPopup('logbook.jsp')">Log it</A>!</B> 

<P>  <B>References</B> 

<P STYLE="margin-left: 10px">  

<A HREF="javascript:showRefLink('http://www.madsci.org/posts/archives/Apr2003/1050365719.Ot.r.html#controls')">Experimental procedures</a> - good overview<br> 

<P STYLE="margin-left: 10px">  

<A HREF="javascript:showRefLink('http://nextwave.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/full/2000/08/09/3')">Tips to make a research plan</a> - how to avoid pitfalls<br>

We recommend that you try to keep to this format and avoid using tables.  Notice the italics at the beginning and the use of margins to indent the Reference section. Every reference should have a link to the logbook if you imagine that they may want to enter something in their logbook.  That link should use openPopup as shown above.

The following diagrams give a sense of the links:
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